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INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY 5 | 
Or, the Evidences and Characters of the Christian Religion. || 
By Bishop Poynter, V. A. L. 

Christianity is that form of Religion, which was | 
taught and instituted by Christ. It embraces the || 


doctrines of faith, which Christ revealed ; the super- 


natura: moral nrecepts, which he delivered ; the sa-|' judgment was carried further; and was made the all revealed mysteries ; the Atheist denying the ex- 


cred rites, which he instituted ; and the form of con- |) 
stitution, which he founded, for the government of | 
his Church. Its doctrines are most sublime and 
consoling ; and, at the same time, most true and 
certain. Its moral precepts are most pure and per- 
fect ; prescribing the renunciation of all sin, and 
the exercise of every virtue. Its religious rites are 
most holy and salutary, being the divinely establish 
ed meaus of offering an acceptable worship to God, 
and of communicating the graces ofsanctification to 
the souls of men. To those who embrace the Chris- 
tian Religion with sincerity, and observe its injunc- 
tions wiih fidelity, it imparts peace and spiritual 
consolation in life, and ensures the enjoyment of a 
glorious immortality after death. 

Christianity is the work of God ; a magnificent, 
work, in the establishment and support of which, he| 
has displayed his power, his wisdom, his mercy and 
goodness, even in a stronger light, than in the crea 
tion and preservation of the world. Its end is the 
glory of God, and the renovation and eternal hap- 
piness of man. 

The institution and propagation of the Christian 
Religion, was a great public Fact ; no less so, than 
the establishment, and extension of any temporal 
kingdom or empire onearth By its uniform laws 
of faith, and general discipline, it united together 
the nations of Europe in one large society, and con- 
tinued to regulate their religious, and moral con- 
duct, from its early introduction into them, till the 
changes and divisions in matters of Religion, which 
took place in the sixteenth century. 











\determining what are the doctrines, and precepts, | 


ee || doctrines of Christianity ; and articles of Christian|| Does not this country, at present, exhibit all these 


|| began to be rejected as not revealed. Still, the di-| ple, do we not here see the Lutheran denying tran- 






















































last conclusion flowing from their principle ; for 
some, not able to comprehend the intrinsic nature 
and properties of matter, or to satisfy themselves of 
which Christ delivered, and commanded all to be-| its real and external existence, first doubted, and 
lieve and observe, not by the authority of the church, || then denied it. Hence by following this principle, 
but by the judgment of every individual, or by his/| of believing nothing that is incomprehensible to the 
private interpretation of Scripture. The conse-'jhuman intellect, or that cannot be intrinsically de- 
quence naturally resulting from this principle was, || monstrated by mere natural reason, men have been 
that according to each one’s judgment or interpre-'|led to believe, that neither matter nor spirit exists 
tation of Scripture, different. and not unfrequently ||in the world, and that not only Revelation, but 
contradictory, doctrines were held, as the revealed '|the universe itself is a mere non-entity. 


| At that eventful period, the authors of these| 
changes and divisions introduced the principle of | 








faith, which had been uniformly and universally be- | descending gradations of error, leading to the abyss 
lieved, as revealed doctrines, for fifteen centuries,, of mental darkness ? On the ground of this princi- 


vine revelation of a doctrine was considered as a, substantiation, and the Calvinist the real presence ; 
proof of its being true. || the Unitarian denying the Trinity ; the Socinian 
But it was not long before this principle of private ‘denying the divinity of Christ ; the Deist denying 


rule of deciding. not merely the question, de facio,, isience of God ; the Materialist denying the exist- 
whether the doctrine was divinely revealed or not ; ence of Spirits , the Berkleian denying the extra- 
but also the question, de jure, whether the doctrine, mental existence of matter ; the Sceptic doubting 
considered in itself, was true or not. By this sys-' of every thing ? 
tem, the intrinsic nature of the objects of revealed|| Whoever deries any one mystery, for example, 
doctrines was made an object of scientific inquiry | transubstantiation, because he cannot comprehend 
and examination ; and the truth or falsehood of re-' it, or because, examining it intrinsically, he cannot 
vealed doctrines was determined, by the judgment) reconcile it to the principles of natural science ; if 
formed of the agreement or disagreement of the re-| he is consistent to his principle, can find no interme- 
vealed mystery, with the principles of natural sci-':diate point on the ground of Religion, at which he 
ence. Hence nothing was admitted as /rue in re-|'can stop, between the belief of the whole Catholic 
ligion, which could not be proved by intrinsic de-, faith and universal scepticism. 
monstrative evidence, or by arguments drawn from', To admit the existence of a grain of sand, is to 
self-evident natural principles of reason. Thus admita mystery. How did this grain come to exist? 
mere natural reason was made the only rule of faith.| This is a mystery. Was it by creation ? The act cf 
Those who consistently followed up this princi-| creation is a mystery. Js it uncreated and self exis- 
ple, rejected all the mysteries of revealed religion ;, tent ? This is still a greater mystery. Is this grain 
and chose for themselves, what they called a natural) of sand divisible in infinitum, or not ? Whether 
religion. They took the name of Deists, professing: you adopt the affirmative, or the negative, you find 
to believe in the existence of God, and to worship | yourself equaily involved ina mystery. How are all 
him according to the dictates of nature. They ad-||the parts, of which it is composed, held together so 
mitted also the spirituality aud immortality of the|!as to form a solid, extended body ? This is a mys- 
human soul. But they did not long stop here : for||tery. If it consists of an infinite number of extended 
finding in the nature of God, and of the spiritual|| parts, why is it not infinitely extended ? This is 
substance of their own souls, mysteries which they|'a mystery. If it contain an indefinite number be- 
could not comprehend, and which they could not}/yond any calculation, how can so many extended 
explain by the principles of natural science, any|!parts be crowded and compressed into the small 
more than they could the mysteries of revealed re-|| dimensions of a grain of sand ? This is a mystery. 
ligion ; some denied the existence of God, andde-|| He who admits the existence of God, admits a 
clared themselves Atheists. Others rejected the||mystery ; for the nature and attributes of God agg 
existence of all spiritual beings, and declared them-|' incomprehensible to the human intellect. J 
selyes Materialsts, Nor were they yet come to the! who admits the existence of a grain of say 


; 
: 
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nies the existence of God, adopts an absurdity, to 
avoid the second mystery. For to admit an effect 
without a cause, a contingent beirg without a ne 

cessary being, is tc admit a great absurdity. Such 
is the absurdity of him, who denies the existence 
of God, the eternal and primary cause of all things, 
without whom nothing could havé ever had exist- 
ence inthe universe. If any Atheist speak what 
he thinks, and not merely what he impiously wish 

es, we may ascribe his error to a morbid state of 
mind,perhaps,caused by the corruption of his heart, 
which blinds and makes him insensible to the truth. 
The corporeal eye may be so affected by disease, 
as not to be able to see surrounding objects, which 
are visible to others. But the surrounding objects 
exist, notwithstanding the blindness of the diseas- 
ed eye: and the great Creator of the Universe ex- 
ists in all his majesty and perfections, notwith- 
standing the darkness or perversity of the Athe- 
ist’s mind. The heavens display the ¢tory of God, 
and the starry firmament declares, that it is the 
work of his hands. ‘The earth, and all things, 
animate and inanimate which it contains, proclaim, 
by the condition of their contingent nature, “it is 
He that made us, and not we ourselves.” 








A Deistieal Sophist the citizen of Geneva, pro- 
fesses to deny the truth of revealed mysteries, and 
even the existence of revelation itself. Whilst he 
labors to destroy, or weaken the certitude of the 
Christian Religion,he establishes no certain system 
in opposition to it. His deceitful artifice consists 
in raising difficulties, to perplex weak minds ; in 
spreading obscurities over what is clear; in casting 
doubts on doctrines and facts, which are most cer- 
tain; and in contriving to entangle in his sophisti- 
cal intricacies those, who out of a dangerous curi- 
osity, incautiously read his unprincipled works. 

Assuming the character of a man of penetration 
and impartiality, he will sey, he is not convinced ; 
he does not conceive the mystery; therefore he will 
affirm nothing, but cannot reasonably believe it. 
But without having a clear and distinct idea of the 
intrinsic nature of the revealed mystery.we may be 
most certain of its existence, from the testimony of 
God, who periectly comprehends it. A man born 
blind, may be certain that colors and painted fig- 
ures exist, from the testimony of other men, on 
whom he knows he can depend; though he cannot, 
by any effort of his imagination, conceive what 
color is, or form any idea of it. It is unreasoable 





‘ to expect that revealed doctrines should present a 

e'ear and distinct idea of the i:trinsic nature of the! 
mystery; because, on account of the sublimity and | 
magnitude of the object, and of the narrowness of | 
the human intellect, it cannot be comprehended by | 
man; and, therefore, must have some obscurity in| 
themind. But obscurity is not opposed to certitude. | 





























cient, and that Revelation is useless. 
ligion is not sufficient for man in his present state. | 


which the minds of those, who are entirely depriv 
ed of the light of revelation are placed, concerning 
the nature and providence of God, the atonement 
to be made for the violation of the moral law, the 
end for which man was created, and the means of 
attaining to it. We have good proof of the insuf- 
ficiency of natural religion, in the experience of 
whole nations, before they received the blessing 
of Revelation. And if the Deist, who lives among 
Christians, knows, what he cal!s, the truth of na- 
tural religion, better than the Heathen, he owes 
his superior knowledge to the light of Revelation, 
with which he is surrounded in a Christian eoun- 
try, but which he so ungratefully abuses. 
Revelation is not useless,it has brought immense 
advantages and blessings to mankind. Rising like 
the sun on a darkened world, it shed a cheering 
light over the face of the earth. It diffused, and 
still diffuses, over al! nations a sublime knowledge 
of the glorious perfections of the divine nature, 
and of the admirable desigus and works of God, in 
the redemption of the human race. It has shewn 
to man the paths of true wisdom and justice, and 
opened to him a bright prospect of a blissful im- 
mortality. While it elevates the views and exalts 
the nature of man, it offers to all the means of 
salvation and of eternal happiness. Deism de- 
prives mankind of the knowledge and enjoyment 
pf these inestimable blessings. 
The most satisfactory proof of the divine mis- 
maf those, who at all times teach and enforce 





es and precepts of Revelation, is found 


%, , 





in the public uninterrupted succession, and in the 
public and sanctioned exercise of the spiritual au- 
thority of that sacred ministry, which was estab. 
lished in the beginning by divine sanction, for the 
purpose of promulgating the revealed law, and 
which has uniformly taught and enforced the same, 
in all nations and through all ages, to the present 
time. ‘The spiritual authority of this ministry is 
as well established as the civil authority of any 
‘temporal government. No endless speculative 
\discussions are necessary to verify the mission of 
ithe legitimate and authorized teachers of the Rey- 
‘elation of God. It is verified by public facts. 

No learned examination of the revealed: doc- 
itrines is required to verify them. The strongest 
‘proof, which the mind of man can require of the 
truth of revealed doctrines, is the testimony of 
God, which is given in the act of the Revelation 
of them: for God can say nothing but what is true. 
And this act of Revelation isa fact, supported by 
ithe most powerful evidences of other public facts, 
which cannot be denied without subverting the 
principle of all human and historical testimony. 
Hence all the intricate and sophistical difficulties 
which the Desist raises in order to obscure and 
perplex the mind on this subject, are solved. For 
God has attached the communication and know- 
ledge of his revealed doctrines and precepts,to pub- 
lic and universal testimony, to public facts, and to 
public observances, which are equally intelligible 
to all, learned and unlearned, old and young. 

The Deist says that he sees different sects of 
Christians, and different modes of worship, and 
asks, which ts in the right? He observes that 
truth must be every where the same. That the 
worship of God should be uniform. That ever 
since men have taken it into their heads to make 
the Deity speak, every people make him speak in 
their own way. Had they’ only listened to what 
ithe Deity hath said to their hearts, and followed 
ithe religion of nature, he concludes, there would 
have been but one religion on earth. 

It is indeed most certain, that truth must be eve- 
ry where the same: that the worship of God should 
be uniform, as to its rule and substance. It is cer 
jtain. that there are different sects of Christians, 
|professing contradictory doctrines, and following 
irreconcilable modes of worship. This is unhappily 
no where more strikingly verified than in Protest- 
jant England. Does not this fact favour and con- 
\firm the prejudices of the Deist against the divine 
\revelation of the Christian religion? But which of 
these different sects is in the right? ‘They cannot 
jall collectively be in the right. If any particular 
jsect can shew that it is in the right, let it produce 
its evidences. But truth must be the same every 
where, and the worship of God should be uniform 











character, it may not be at all necessary for me to 
examine every inhabitant, in order to find the ob- 
ject of my search. As soonas I find the man that 
bears that particular name, and who in every re- 
spect corresponds to the designation and character 
given, all further examination is useless. The true 
religion and church of Christ, in which his revealed 
doctrine and laws are to be found, bear a name that 
is borne by no other, and have distinctive and ex- 
clusive marks, by whieh they are easily known. 
The name is CaTHotic, and the distinctive marks, 
signified by that name, are unity and UNIVERSALI- 
ty. When the church is discovered, which bears 
the name of Catholic, and which every where 
teaches one and the same faith, that is the Church 
of Christ, in which the one true religion is found. 
All further inquiries may be dispensed with. 
Amidst the insidious attacks of infidelity against 
Christianity, is it not the interest and duty of all 
sincere believers in Christ, to fortify themselves 
against the sophistry of the enemies of the Chris- 
tian name? Ought not those who are in doubt, to 
set their minds right, by attending to the true prin- 
ciples of Christian faith, and by considering the 
grounds of the truth and certitude of the doctrines, 
and mysteries of the Christian Religion? Is it not 
the interest even of the unbeliever at least, to ex- 
amine them? If there were a general report, that a 
large property were left him,he would think it worth 
his while to inquire into the truth and foundation of 
the report. There is a general report, and even a 
well-founded conviction in the Christian world,that 
a kingdom in heaven, abounding in all that is rich 
and delightful, is Pa by the Almighty for each 
one after death. Should not then every one, at 
least, inquire into the truth of it, and inform bim- 
self on what conditions this blessing is offered ? 








PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 
EOUSE OF COMMONS—Avg. 10. 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN IRELAND. 

Mr. O°CONNELL said he regretted much the 
absence of the Right Hon. Secretary for Ireland, 
as he wished to propose to him certain questions 
relative to the administration of justice, and par- 
ticularly in relation to a large meeting in Kilkenny, 
&c. and to move for copies of the reports and re- 
cords of conviction on the 19th of December last. 
At Maghera, 200 Orangemen, with fifes and bugles, 
after ransacking the litt!e town, entered some of 
|| the houses, spoliated property, destroyed furniture, 
and exposed families and children, and upon two 
occasions, when trials were instituted, the Catho- 
lics only were convicted, and sentenced to three, 





was total impunity to the other part!!! 
Mr. CRAMPTON (the Solicitor Genera! for Ire- 





| So it ‘is in the Roman Catholic Church, which pub- 


The Sophist says that natural religion is suffi- ||licly teaches and professes the same articles of faith)! ¢h 
Natural re-||and offers the same worship to God in all nations. || 


i he Deist observes, that since men have believed 


It is not sufficient to remove, by the glimmering| that God has spoken, every people make him speak || one was mor 
light of reason, that ignorance and incertitude, in| theirown way. This is unhappily true of those, | an toanswer anyquestion that might be put to him 


‘who interpret the word of.God by their own private 
judgments; but not of those who foliow the ancient 
Christian rule of receiving it from the authority of 
that ministry, which was divinely appointed to 
iteach it to all nations, and which has ever deliver. 
ed the same revealed doctrine in all ages. From 
the discrepancy of doctrines and worship observed 
jamong different sects of Christians, the Deist con- 
icludes, that if all men had followed the religion of 
|nature, there would have been but one religion on 
iearth. But did not the learned and unlearned of 
the heathen nations follow the religion of nature, 
before the light of the Christian Revelation was 
conveyed to them? Was there but one religion 
then. amongst them? Was not the number of 
their imaginary deities almost countless? Had 
not each deity his respective form of worship, and 
that often of the most scandalous description ? 
Such would have then been the polytheism and 
scandalous worship of the gentile world, and of 
these our islands, if they had been left to the reli- 
gion of nature, if the light and blessings of Chris- 
tianity had not been diffused over them. 

The Sophist says, if there be in the world but 
one true religion, and every man be obliged to adopt 
it, under pain of damnation. it will be necessary to 
spend our whole lives in the study of all religions, 
and to examine and compare them with each other, 
in order to discover that which alone is the true 
one. By no means. If ina large city, I am in 
search of an individual, clearly designated to me by 


and} complained that notice had not been given by 
e hon. and learned member of his intention to 
|| propose such questions to the right hon. secretary 
for Ireland. The house might feel assured that no 
e willing thar that right hon. gentle- 


‘jin his place. He (Mr. Crampton) bad authority to 
istate, that on due notice being given, that the right 
jhon. gentleman would, even at much personal sa- 
crifice, attend in his place, for the purpose of an- 
swering these questions. As to the statement of 
the hon. and learned gentleman, it was astonishing 
that the verdicts of several juries were opposed to 
it. He was therefore persuaded that the indivi- 
dual who had furnished the facts, had formed his 
estimate upon a partial view of ti:e case, and 
therefore greatly exaggerated the circumstances. 
Reliance ouglit certainly to be placed upon the 
verdicts of juries and the conduct of judges. And 
if an honorable and ‘earned gentleman lad receiv- 
ed statements from third persons wi o mig!.t be but 
partially informed, implicit rehance srould not be 
placed on their statements to the discredit of tie 
verdict of a jury, andthe administration of jaw by 
the Irish judges. 

Mr. O’CONNELL denied that he had taken t!.e 
house by surprise in mentioning the subject; and as 
to the respectability of hisinformation,!e would on- 
ly say that no gentieman of high rank, well acquain- 
ted with the circumstances, was his source of infor- 
mation,and he himself kad seen tl:e tria's. ‘The on- 
ly othercircumstance hewould mention was.that the 
Crown Solicitor had deciared in open court,that he 
had received instructions to challenge aj! Catholics. 

Mr. CRAMPTON would only beg leave in the 
very strongest marner to state that no such in- 
structions had ever been given by the government 








his name, and by a full description of his person and 





of Ireland since he had the honor to be connected 


four and five months imprisonment. while there’ 
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ing any questions. He would put it to those who 
had been connected with official situations,and who 
were connected with them now, to say whether it! 
was not necessary for them to devote a great pa:t: 
of the day to the duties of these offices. In those 
duties he had been engaged, and that was the only’! 
reason why he was not inhis place. If gentiemcn 
had questions to put to him, he should be happy to 
give every facility in answering them, if they would 
to the statements of the hon. and learned Solici-|/ only have the goodness to give him previous notice 
citor-General for Ireland, but if the jury laws were|/of theirintention. With respect to the other part 
not most materially changed, a stigma would cer-|| of the subject, he could have uo objection whatever 
tainly be left upon juries which could not be wip-| to produce the case and the opinions which had been 
ed away. He was most anxious that that stigma| given by the law officers of the crown upon it.— 
should be removed, it having been alleged in the| (Hear,hear,hear.) With respect to the introduction 
Court-house in Kilkenny, that the Crown-Solicitor| of offensive toasts, on the first intimation that gov- 
acted under the sanction of government, when; ernment had of such toasts having been given, in- 
every Catholic upon being called to the jury-box|/ quiries were made into the subject, with a strict de- 
was put by, and every liberal Protestant rejected) sire to ascertain whether such tuasts had been drunk 
also. ‘hat was a state of things whieh could never! by any person under his Majesty’s government.— 
|| He had received a letter from the tureman of the 


be endured in Ireland, rendering as it did, the pro-| 
perty and life of every protestant alike insecure., grand jury, declaring that during the whole time of 


It was disgraceful to the interests of justice and in’ bis presence, no such toast had been drunk ; that 
direct violation of the orders of any government’ nothing of the kind had occurred, and that if they 
that wished to maintain itself as a Christian gov-:had been proposed, he would not have allowed it. 
ernment in a Christian country. (Hear.) | Certainly some very unbecoming toasts had been 
Captain GORDON should very much doubt the drunk afterwards, and while grand jurors were pre- 
capability of any persons to administer justice, who| sent, but a great number of those who were pre 
had been guilty of what had beenattributed to them. | sent refused to drink, and the rest, he had no,doubt, 
He shouid consider it utterly impossible that any|| were next morning ashamed of them. (Hear.) As 
grand jury of freland capable of drinking “Our feet no person connected with the government had been 
on the necks of the Papists” could administer jus-| concerned in the transaction, he hoped inquiry at 
tice. Immediately on hearing the report, he wrote the bar would not be deemed necessary. 
to certain persons to inquire into the truth of it :|| Mr.SHE1L wasaware that the hon. secretary for 
and so far trom its being true, he had received let-| Ireland was much occupied in attending to the Eng- 
ters saying no such toast had been drank, and no | lish reform bill, but he begged to remind the right 
such expressions had everbeen used. ‘The chairman hon.secretary that it was his duty to make the afiairs 


with it, to tie Crown Solicitor. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
Their investigation had been, in almost every in- 
stance, conducted with the greatest impartiality, 
and no distinctiun of either sect or party had ever 
been made in their administration of justice. No 
man was more anxious to administer justice impar- 
tially than tie Attorney-General for Ireland, and he 
was utte:ly incapable of giving such instructions. 
Mr. LEADER admitted great respect was due 


































Capt. GORDON said, that it had been’attempt- 
ed to fix a contradiction upon him by a reference to 
his published evidence. He could assert, without 
fear of contradiction, that he had never sworn that 
he believed Roman Catholic priests could turn peo- 
ple into hares and goats. He had only sworn that 
the people believed that the priests possessed such 
power. It had been observed that he had come in- 
to the house by some fortuitous circumstances — 
He would tell the hon. member who had made that 
observation, that it was one unbecoming a member 
of that houSe. He stood in that house with as 
iclean hands as the hon. and learned gentleman, 
|and would discharge his duty honestly and consci- 
jentiously in spite of any taunts or inuendces which 
|might be indulged in by the hon. and learned mem- 
‘ber, or any other person. (Hear.) Whilst he had 
ithe honor of a seat in that house he wou'd exercise 
‘his unquestionabie right as a Christian and a gen- 
|tleman. (A laugh.) He claimed the respect which 
the house owed to each of its members, without 
| being taunted in a manner which was unparliamen- 
itary, and which he might designate in another 
manner, but that he despised to do so. 

Mr. SHIEL said that the gallant member had 
totally mistaken what had fallen from him. He 
ihad not insinuated that the gallant member had 
‘come into the house by unproper means. He 
merely said that he could not conjecture how the 
gallant member became the representative of a 
town containing 15,00 Catholic inhabitants. He 
could not avoid expressing his astonishment that 
the gallant member who talked so much about 
Christianity, should allow his Christian spirit to be 
so soon soured. (A laugh.) 

‘* Tantene animic celistibus ire.’? (A laugh.) 


Sir K. PEEL said it was much to be deplored 





had since, in the public prints, declared the report | 
to be untrue and libellous. So much for the faith! 
that was to be put in some of the statements which | 
were conveyed to some hon. members of that house. | 

Mr. O’°CONNELL said he was prepared to prove 
every syllable and more than every word he had ut- 
tered, at the bar. Colonel Rochford had not stated 
in his letter which had appeared in print, that the: 


‘appeared from the right hon. gentleman’s state- 


of Ireland his principle consideration ; and he con- 
sidered that it would be advantageous to the country 
if the right hon. gentleman should always be present 
in the house when the affairs of Ireland were discus- 
sed. It was of the utmost importance to the peace 
of Ireland that official information should be gi. en 
with respect to all transactions in that country. It 


report was libellous; he had only said no such toast|;ment that there was some foundation for the 
had been given while he was in the chair, and no-| charge, which had been denied in a tone of imperi- 
body alleged it had.—He (Mr O’Connell) was rea-|! rious contradiction by the hon.member for Dundalk. 
dy to prove, at the bar of the house, that, on the|! Capt.GORDUNobserved that what he deniedwas, 
very occasion alluded to, four toasts were given ;' that certain toasts were drunk by the grand jury. 
Ist, “‘ Captain Graham and the brave yeomanry of | Mr. SHIEL said, that at all events they were 
Newtownbarry,”’ 2dly, ‘Our heels on the necks of | drunk in the grand jury room, if not by the grand 
the Papists in cold blood.” —(Hear)—3rdly, ‘“The ‘jury themselves, at least by their compotators.— 
Pope in the pillory of hell, and the devil pe!ting him | ‘This affair had justly been a source of regret to the 
with priests. (Immense laughter ) 4thly, * King|/ right hon. gentleman opposite, who had expressed 
William the Third, who delivered us from the fangs || his conviction that the parties would be ashamed! 
of the Papists,” &c. ‘This, he said, he had from)! of their conduct on reflection, and that their blush- 
such creditable and very good authority, and also/|es would be mingled with those of the succeeding 
from parties who had voluntarily tendered them-|/ morning. But he wanted to know whether the men 
selves to appear at the bar, and support the truth | who had so conducted themselves were magis- 
of it, that he could not for a momeut believe it to||trates, and how long they were to be allowed to 
be false. Further, three or four magistrates of the | continue in such a situation? (Hear, hear.) He en- 


county of Carlow were in the room at the time: and | tirely concurred with the observations made by the!! fourteen) day's meeting was commenced on the 


that such important statements were sent forth, 
and could not be contradicted. 

Lord TULLAMORE said the offensive toasts 
were drunk after the greater part of the grand ju- 
rors had left the room. 

The motion was then agreed to. 




















Let parents read and reflect upon the following statement. 
[From the Libeialist.] 


REVIVALS. 

Much has been said and published of late by the 
Orthodox, relative to the subject above named; and 
great exultation and rejoicing has been exhilited 
by that party in view of what they have done in this 
|place by their great revival. But l am of the opin- 
10n,that if they would publish all the facts of the case 
relative to their management,and the fruits of their 
labor,the public would know better how to view and 
appreciate them than it now does,and would set the 
seal of righteous reprobation on such mad fanati- 
cism,religious mania,and fataldelusion as the people 
here have been the dupes of for a few weeks past. 

I will state a few of these facts for the serious 
consideration of the rational, intelligent aud sober 
ipart of the community. A four (protracted toa 





the person alluded to (we suppose Capt. Graham) | 
desired the doors to be opened, that all the people| 
in the house might hear. When an hon. member 


jhon. member for Dundalk, that assertion and the 
fact very often widely differed, and he found a com- 
plete verification of the hon. member’s remark, 


31st of Vay last, and ended on the 13th of June 
‘last. Baptist and Presbyterian began to make 
|preparations for it about ten days beiore, by hold- 








thought proper to rise and contradict these facts,|/ when he went to the library and looked to the evi-||ing meetings days and night, breaking up general- 
ent prop ’ | y 5 gs day 8 5 UPS 


what would the house think of the authority of one|| dence which had been alluded to by the hon. and/| 
capable of swearing, actually swearing, that he be-|j learned member for Kerry. (Mr. O’Conneil.) The), 
lieved that Roman Catholic priests could turn per-|' hon. and learned member had charged the hon.mem- 
sons into hares and goats! (Immense laughter.) ||ber for Dundalk with being peculiarly addicted to! 

Captain GORDON dened he had ever sworn!| credulity, and with believing that a large portion of | 





ly at 2 o’clock, A. M. 

The meetings were held at the Presbyterian 
church, and the Baptist church kept for an anx- 
ious room. 

The school in the Academy, (which had been in 





any such thing: He had said that there were!||the peasantry of Ireland were firmly convinced that|/a flourishing condition) containing about 50 scho- 
tlose who believed Priests were capable of turning!|a sort of sacerdotal metamorphosis could be per-|'lars, was dismissed as the instructions of students 
people into hares and goats, but he had never sworn|| formed, and that they could be all converted into|'in science was totally neglected—the academy 


that he believed it. He had received two letters, 
stating that no sentiments had Leen uttered to the 
effect alluded to. 
Mr. KENNEDY wassorry that the hon. member! 
for Dandalk(Capt. Gordon had written to places in| 
Scotland, exciting the people to petition for the re-| 
peal of the ‘ ‘atholic relief bill. ‘ Hear, hear, hear.)| 
Mr. BLAKENEY had no doubt that the toasts! 
alluded to had been given. 
The Si EA KER then rose to put the question,| 
that an humble address shouid be presented to his, 
Majesty, when 
Mr. STANLEY observed, that having unfortu- 
nately come late into the house, he had some difh- 
culty at first to know the question. He would,how- 
ever,before he went into that, just observe upon the 
remarks that had been personally made towards 
himself. Nothing could give him greater concern 


| : ° ° 
i hon member answered that he had no personal ac-| from so dangerous and degraded a situation. 


quamtance with such instances—laughter—but || found his sister in company with others, male and 
that he had no doubt whatever of their existence. | 


goats and hares by the power and magic of priests. 
(Laughter.) The hon. member had denied this 
charge ; but he begged leave to refresh the hon. 
member’s momory by reading an extract from his 
|own evidence. (Hear, hear.) In answer to a ques- 
tion put to the hon. member. whether he had heard 


(Loud laughter.) Now, he begged to be permitted 
to entreat the gallant member not to avail himself 
of the seat which he possessed in that house, as 
representative for Dundalk, a town containing 15,- 
000 Roman Catholics, for the purpose of persever- 
ing in that course which he had, no doubt, honest- 
ly and zealously pursued in Ireland, by making this 





than that any member of the house should state, 





that he had absented himself forthe purpose of evad-|| scholastic discussions. 


house the arena fur theological controversies and 


that any portion of the people believed that their / most extravagant fanaticism had taken the place 
priests could turn them into goats and hares, the| of instruction, went in order to get them away 




















libeing literally turned into a pandemonium of re- 
!ltigious frenzy, and all virtually driven from the 
iischool, that would not submit to be proselyted 

to this moral tempest. Mr. Danford Barney had 
|!a younger brother and sister in the academy, and 
|\learned that the schoo] was suspended, and the 


He 


ifemale, lying and wallowing on the floor—many 
them in a condition that modesty would blug 
name. He rushed into the crowd, took holdg 
sister, raised her up from the floor, and iyf 
“ sister what are youabout ?” Trem 

wildered she replied, *‘I don’t know 
—I have been doing as they told ui 
said that if | would do thus and 5 
ligion.” He then tooker outs 


- 








(Hear, hear.) 








of safe keeping and retgrpegt’ 
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He was peremptorily forbidden to enter, but persist- 
ed, and went into the room in despite of prohibi- 
tions ; and immediately on his entering, Mr, Eaton; 
the Principal of the Academy, forcibly took the lad 
(the younger brother) and carried him out through 
another door, put him into “ anrious house” and 
kept him in so close custody that he could not be 
obtained until the next morning. 

Three or four persons evidently deranged—driv- 
en to insanity by the horrible descriptions of hell| 
and damnation, were sent away ; one (Mr. Bates)! 
is now a howling maniac, and fears are entertained| 
that he will be a maniac the rest of his life. Physi- 
cians have been repeatedly called, in cases of sick- 
ness, supposed to result from the extravagancies| 
and excesses of these protracted and boisterous meet-| 
ings. 

A Mr. Orson Parker, lawyer from Athens, ond a} 
young convert to Birchardism, a leading man in| 
prayer at one of the prayer meetings, tolda Mr. | 
Chase of Ellisburgh, that if he would enter within| 
the door of the anxious rvom, take off his hat, kneel | 
and make a prayer of ten words, he, Mr. Parker, | 
would give him ten dollars. Mr. C. called witness, 
who heard Mr. P. repeat the promise. Mr. C. then 
performed his part of the agreement and demanded 
the money. Mr P. evaded and refused to pay it. 
Mr. P.’s friends seeing the difficulty made out the 
cash, and paid it to Mr. C., saying “it (i.e. the cash) 
may be the means of your salvation !” 

Mr. Eaton, the Prinvipal of the Academy, being 
reproved by the trustees for his conduct, promised 
that the school should re-commence that day, (i. e. 
the day in which the promise was made,) but that 
promise was not fulfifled—the school remained clos- 
ed till after the termination of the fourteen days’ 
meeting ; and it is thought by many that the school 
is now completely ruined for the present. 

The above is all substantially true—they are facts 
which, with many others of a similar character, can 
be proved by the testimony of many respectable wit- 
nesses, ina civil court if necessary, Leta candid 
and intelligent public, judge, whether these are the 
fruits of the spirit of God, or of pure and undefiled 
religion. If the fairest portions of our country are 
thus to be laid in moral ruin, by the religious mania 
that has of late prevailed in our land ; if respectable 
ministers of the Gospel, in high standing in their 
respective societies, give countenance to such extrav- 
agance ; and if the generality of newspapers, par- 
ticularly religious, in this country, will publish ac- 
counts of such revivals as this with approbation, and 
call upon their readers to pray for the prevalence of 
then more and more: what, I would ask, is this 
country and its inhabitants coming to? = And what 
must foreigners, who read of the wonderful things 
the Lord is doing in this country by means of revi- 
vals, think, when they come and witness these scenes 
of fanaticism and wickedness that are dignified with 
the name of revivals ? 

Beliville, Jeff. co. NY. June 14, 1831. 





[From the American Manufacturer. ] 
MISSIONS. 

Messrs Eprrors—It may not be improper to 
inform the public, that a society of females was late- 
ly formed in this town, (Alleghany) for the purpose 
of collecting money for the aid of inissionaries—T his 
society was got up by the wife of a Minister in this 
borough, which Minister is agent for the society, aud 
receives all the money. According to the rules of 
the society, the females who betong to it are obliged 
to go through Pittsburch and the adjacent towns, to 
beg Muslin, Calico, Thread, Nankeen, and indeed 
every species of store goods. This they do in rota- 
tion, except such females as may not appear prepos- 
sessing, or qualified to beg to advantage, and these 
they keep at home to sew. 

When the articles are made up they are deposited 
in stores, and sold to the friends of Missions «t high 
prices—even little half length Nankeen gloves are 


sold at 25 cents a pair, whilst other poor seamst: ess- |! ; ‘ 
es are compelled to sell the same kind at 12 ceuts,|' thanking the congregations of Boston and Charlestown, for 


hey are about making bed quilts to seli in like 


e females belonging to this society, are obliged 


be. great evil in the community. The 
enioned aud his wife, manage alli 





much of their duty at home, and contract 
cadding and impudence, which must be 


thigssociety —responsible to no 
or Blissions in this part of the 


jan charity has nothing 
o inform the public 


that on Stewart’s Island, and down along the river 
where those ladies walk for pleasure, there are a 
number of families so poor, that their children run 
almust naked, and sometimes alm: st starved, in the 
presence of those benevolent ladies, and this charita- 
ble Minister, who got possession of a church in this 
town, contrary to the wishes of a majority of the con- 
gregation, and by unfair and unconstitutional means, 
to the prejudice of vital religion, and to the detri- 
ment of an aged and venerable pastor, who was and 
is still, dear to the people. Whilst there are so ma- 
ny poor and sick amongst us at home, whose want 
and distresses are overlooked, I shall never believe 
in the charity of begzing money and clothes to send 
to the Missonaries abroad. Attr@nany Town. 
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O’CONNELL. 
Report says, that the great O’Connell is to be created 
|| ** Lord Viscount Tralee’’—the title to be taken from the capi- 
|) tal city of his native county. We hope that there is no more 
|| truth in this ‘*Report’’ than there is in that of the Calvinistic 
jand slanderous Report of the Magdalen Society, or in the re- 
| ligion of revivalism. No, we cannot believe that there is any 
| ground for such a report, although we can readily suppose 
/ that an offer to that effect may have been made to him by the 
| English Government, who, while they sink into the shade be- 
fore the cloudless brilliancy of his talents, virtues and influ- 
ence, actually dread the man, while they are obliged to ad- 
|mire him. His political sorcery and moral excellence have 
strongly encircled him in the affections and merited confidence 
/of millions of his countrymen. The discrepancies of creeds, 
|the swords, guns aud bayonets of blood-thirsty, Orangemen, 
‘all the machinations and sleepless ingenuity of government 
cannot break up the spell. Great Britain and Ireland may be 
| mutually independent and tree, each governed by her own 
laws and yet confederated when justice and mutual safety may 
require. As for Ireland she will not, for she cannot any Jon- 
|ger submit to the grinding injustice of Protestant ascendancy, 
|and ferocious tyranny. At all events, she is old and strong, 
(when freedom and faith are in question) and in all conscience 


hee ———- 
| enlightened enough to act for herself, against England, to elect 


‘her own king, or select any form of government that long ex- 
| perience may suggest. O’Connell knows all this. His hour, 
j however, is not yet come, yet is rapidly on its way. He 
|seems determined to achieve a bloodless triumph, and he is 
perfectly right. He will not, we believe, ever so far degrade 
himself by descending from the noble elevation upon which 
national gratitude bas enthroned him, as to accept any office 
under the British Government. ‘That sucha degradation 
would be the result, common sense already shews him, in the 
clearest characters of light. When his country will have tak- 
en her seat among the nations of the earth, and when, amidst 
the soul-reviving shouts of her now-enslaved children at home, 
|and her numerous and patriotic sons abroad, she will have un- 
'furled the lovely ‘‘ banner of green,’’ and swept the golden 
harp of national redemption, he will then realize a still greater 
' pledge of his country’s love, and repose in the bosom of his 
country’s glory. 





sion to raise a body of 10,000 troops in Ireland, and that the 
application has been successfal. 

On the fidelity and proverbial valour of Erin’s troops, His 
Holiness may well rest ‘« the hope of Rome,’ whether an at- 
tack comes from the legion army of infidelity, or the ravenous 
ambition of titled power. 





What will Presbyterian orthodozy say to the following ?— 
Can it henceforth be called a friend to the order, peace and 
liberty of our country? Freemen, look to your liberties and 
rights, this mock-orthodoxy will otherwise surprise you, ‘* like 
a thief in the night.’ 

The Macon (Geo.) paper states, that as soon as Gov. Gil- 
mer was notified of the convictions of the Missionaries and the 
other white men, who had lived in the Cherokee country, 
contrary to the laws of the State, he proposed to pardon them, 
if they would take the oath of allegiance to the State. They 
all acceded to the proposition, except the two Fresbyterian 
Missionaries, who were committed to the Penitentiary—the 
rest were discharged by the Governor.— Boston Courier. 


No news of a definitive 
The prudence of Prussia is not quarrel- 
ling with France about the latter having sent in troops to Bel- 
gium, from which they are shortly to be withdrawn, is favor- 
able to the cause of the ‘* brave Belgians.”’ The Reform Bill 
may be said to rest in statu quo. We have seen nothing of 
importance from Ireland. 


France is comparatively tranquil. 
nature from Poland. 


_ We lay before our readers the subjoined letter, 
which we have received froin a much respected cor- 
respondent in Louisiana. It will appear from his 
statement, upon which every reliance may be placed, 
that there iso part of the United S ates more gross- 
ly libelled on the subject of spiritual and mural dark- 
ness than the range of country, known by the name 
of “the great Valley of the wississippi.’—For the 
last two years we have endeavoured to impress this 
fact upon the good people of New England, and 
have during that period frequently cautioned’ them 
against Biblical imposture, extortion and fraud. 
We have traced the Missionary schemes by sea 
and land, Their demoralizing proselytism in 
Otaheite, the Sandwich Isles and other parts of 
the world, has, as far as we could ascertain, been 
noted and exposed It was proved by the testimony 
of individuals, not Roman Cathoiies, that these me- 
dern Gospellers had perverted the poor Istauders, 
that they had infected them with the vices and 
curses of civilization, without administering, even 
as a palliative, a fragment of virtue, or a particle of 
the moral, or religious benefit which the pure Gos- 
pel of Christ is known to impart. We have ferrett- 
ed them out through the Indian wilds and fastness- 
es of this country, and have traced them even from 
the Canadas in all their diversified furms, down to 
the State of Georgia, in which latter place, it ap- 
pears, from the most recent acc: unts, that six ‘ or 
ten” Missionary Evangelizers aud Biblical Saints 
have, in acknowledgment of their meritorious con- 





We are much indebted to our worthy friend and Agent, 
|Mr. Mooney of Brooklyn, N. Y. and to our subscribers in| 
|that town. We have duly received the remittance. We) 
| gratefully acknowledge the receipt of two letters and $15, | 
‘from J. Richardson, Esq. Denton, Md., and one from our| 
‘zealous and Rev. friend P. Connolly, of Sandwich, Mass.—| 
We thank our friends D. Murphy, R. Whitty, T. Reily, T. 
Barry, J. Phillips, P. Gilligan, F. Dowden, N. Cosgrove, E. 
O’Meara and E. Cullen of Canton ; A. Welsh, J. Burgess, H. 
Williams, W. Kennagh and H. Duti of ‘Taunton ; M. Murphy, | 
.J. Burk, T. Carroll, P. O’Conner, J. and P. Collins and R. 
Morris of New Ledford ; Messrs. Loyle, M’Mahon, Whitty | 
and M’Carthy of Randolph ; !. essrs. O'Callaghan, Morrissey, | 
‘Tuohey, M'Elroy and Mrs. Danahy of Watertown. 
| 


jc We avail ourselves of the present opportunity of 


| their more than usually liberal support. 
| We will notice the Cincinnati ‘‘ Catholic Telegraph’’ in 
‘our next. We will then probably make a remark or two, 
“upon the vile mouth-piece of Calvinistic falsehoood, and anti- 
Catholic seurrility, known to the long faced saints, by the 
,mame of the ‘* Rochester Observer.’’ ; 

ROME.—All seems to be tranquil in the capital of Christen- 
dom : and as troubles are the fruitful source of news, of which 


tranquillity is barren, we have little to communicate to our rea- 
ders, from the eternal city. We have heard and from good 








duct, been furnished and comfortally accommoda- 
ted, by the law of the land, with suitable apartments 
in a—Penitentiary !! — Tnstructive comment this 
upon the Bible suciety system! Constructive, if 
not positive proof this, that our Biblical lambs have 
trespassed upon forbidden ground, and determined 
to fatten in Indian pastures! When we consider 
this fact, and the statements which were not long 
since echoed by several patriotic prints throughout 
ur country, that those pious itinerants had tamper- 
ed with the Indians, and endeavored to excite them 
to revolt against the sovereignty of Georgia’s laws ; 
when we, moreover, reflect that among the sable in- 
surgents of Virginia, North Carolina and Delaware, 
Biblical preachers howled and roared most lustily 
for perfect liberty and equality, even at the expense 
of life, and with the most ferocio s atrocity, will not 
this country, we uuhesitatingly ask, when the har- 
vest time of Biblicism a:d its kindred cro;s shall 
have arrived, present a sight more revolting to hu- 
manity, than ever did England, Ireland or Scotland 
in the days of the Covenanters, Round-heads and 
Levellers? But who are the men qualified by the 








orn that his Holiness, has through the Nuncio, Monsig- 
nor Spadaccini, applied to the British Government, for permis- 








Mammoth Board, thet go out on those benevolent, 
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pious and “ exploring” missions? Are they men 
filled with “the Spirit of Truth,” and is the propa- 
gation of Christianity their aim? Their “ Reports,” 
both foreign and domestic, when properly under- 
stood and faithfully analyzed answer in the negative. 
The present domicil of the “ six or ten’? pious labor 
ers in the vineyard of Reformation, answers, no.— 
The subjoined letter, which may be fairly consider- 
ed as a good specimen of the pure motives, enlight- 
ened minds and religious convictions of such itiner- 
ant gentry, clearly says, no. 

An author tells us that in his time there was a spe- 
cies of fig-tree, which delighted in church-yards, 
and that by shooting its roots under the tombs, its 
fibres penetrated through the very cement, so as to 
aonallt Dhealdune and tear asunder the receptacles 
of the dead. So it is with this new-fangled system ; 
it finds a congenial soii in credulity, and folly, which 
may be considered the tomb, the death of the soul. 
It insinuates itself by its pharisaical hypocrisy into 
the confidence of the simple, it undermines reason, 
and by its fanatical and disorganizing efforts, it ru- 
ins, it vitiates the heart, it prostrates the understand- 
ing, and is now tearing up society, liberty and faith. Ts 
not all this evident from the effects produced upon 
its wretched victims and the community, even with- 
in the short space of the present year? Who are 
the men employed by the Boston Board, to preach 
orthodory to the “‘benighted” inhabitants of “the Val- 
ley” by running down the doctrines, and inveighing 
against the morality of the venerable Church of 
Christ? Are they honest men? If so, why are 
they in the Penitentiary ? Or why do they violate 
the command of the Almighty, hy bearing false wit- 
ness against their Catholic neighbors? That they 
do so, is abundantly proved by the wicked calum- 


Sunday School Union,” Valley of the Mississippi, 

you must have anticipated the pleasure of shortly 

after reading in some of our publications, a feeling 

expression of gratitude on the part of the Mississip- 

pians to their self-constitured protectors, the secta- 

rian tribes of the north. 1, myself, for some time 

entertained this flattering hope, but finding its re- 

‘lization improbable, I resolved to commit to paper 

my own sentiments on the subject. What ! said I, 

shall the enormous sum of $38,939,06 be expended 

by our patrons of the north in exploring our unen- 
lightened Valley, and shall there be no one among 
us to acknowledge its receipt, or give publicity to 
the benefits which have been derived from it ? No! 

gentlemen, I will spare you the painful task of re- 
flecting upon us before a benevolent public. My 
situation in life fully justifies my coming forward in 

vindication of the insulted feelings of my fellow in- 
habitants of the Valley. I would in the first place 
protest against the hase imposition practised on the 
uninformed public of the north, who, to the detri- 
ment of the less gifted class among thein, squander 
their money in the pursuit of chimerical projects, or 
more properly speaking, in the support of a set of 
men whose pretended sanctity is the object of my 
second protest. I will not assert with the Editor of 
the American Manufacturer chat the inhabitants of 
the Valley are fifty per cent more intelligent than 
those of Pennsylvania, but it is incontrovertibly true. 
that they are as well informed as any people in the 
Union. With equal truth might it have been affirm- 
ed, that they are as well off, and consequently as 
capable of providing for their own necessities and 
conseniencies, One thing, however, I will not de- 
ny 5 our population, en masse, but very partially 
share the enthusiasm of their northern and eastern 
fellow citizens, in the diffusion of Sunday school in- 
stitutions, and this I attribute to their superior in- 
telligence. We think that we have day schools 
enough to answer all literary purposes, and lawfully 
delegated clergy to impart a correct knowledge of 
the cross. Perhaps they find that our religious 
views do not accord with their own, and would wil- 
lingly discover a method of bringing our principles 





nies they invent and retail from their pulpits, or, as 
they themselves appositely call them, their Desks 
and their presses. Every inhabitont of Boston, 
whom God has not entirely aba ed toa repro- 
bate sense, and who has eyes t and ears to’ 
hear, must have long since known what are the fun- 
damental doctrines and vital features of “ the Holy, 
Catholic Church.” We are satisfied that there is 





not a single pseudo-orthodox teacher in New En-|| 


gland, the puritanic and former hot-bed of fanati- 
cism, witchcraft, intolerance and persecution, that 
ought not to know from the fate of their Calvinistic 
Hector, and the prostration of his cause in the “ land 
of steady habits,” the danger of meddling with Ca- 
tholic tools ; and yet, strange to say, after the signal 
discomfiture of Calvinism in Boston, even accord 
ing to the acknowledgment of enlightened and un-| 


| 





prejudiced Protestants, the following letter informs), 


us that a Boston Gospeller, of John Calvin’s school, 
in his pious exploration of that part of the Valley, 
called Baton Rouge, has had the unblushing impu- 
dence to ask a zealous and enlightened Catholic | 
clergyman, evcn in his own house, whether he re- 
ally believed in Transubstantiation, and whether 
the Catholic Clergy allowed the laity to read the Bi-| 


ble!!! Was there ever insolence equal to this? Such ||!"iumphantly vindicated by a course of public lec- 


are the gentlemen, such the scholars and such the saints 


commissioned by the enlightened and philanthropic || surprise, when I inform you, that this sapient Rey. 
Board of the Missionary and Exploring Society of |itinerant explorer was actually a Bostonian ! ! 


the New England Calvinists, to chase away the mo- 
ral darkness that broods over the Catholic “ Valley 


below ! !’? Splendid specimen this of the intellectu-| 


al perfection, the dearly bought experience, and his- 
torical and theoiogical acquirements of New Eng- 
land Calvinists! While we refer our readers to our 
pages to-day for a few wicks of anti-christian :nock- 
ery, called revivals, we hasten to lay before them 
the letter to which we have alluded, 
[For the Catholic Intelligencer. ] 
Messrs Epirors :— 


Iu decorating the columns of the Jesuit with the 
exiruct from the Presbyterian, headed “ American 


ona level with their thousand sectarian absurdities. 
| But that will not do with us, Messrs. Editors; we have 
eyes to see and ears to hear—we feel satisfied with 
ithe specimen they have left us of their candor and 
sanctily—* ab uno disce omnes.” 


One of these Rev. explorers being on his profes- 
‘sional tour, through one of the western parishes of 
Louisiana, last spring, called on the parochial priest, 
ja genth-man uniformly esteemed both by Protestants 
jand Catholics The visit was a complimentary one, 
and was received with all the courtesy of a well- 
ibred and plain French gentleman. tn the couse 
\of conversation the Rev. visitor inquired if the Ca- 
itholic Priest had a bible!!! The Latin Vulgate, 
|a$ you may suppose, was soon exhibited. De Car. 
lriere’s French translation came next, lastly the Dub- 
jlin folio edition. Our Rev. visitor could not but 
[instantly acknowledge the orthodory of the priest, 
\yet could not at the same time conceal his astonish- 
iment, by saying that he }ad never seen any English 
Catholic bible before, nor was he aware that Catho- 
ilies were allowed to read it in a vulgar languace — 
'Of this, however, he could express no further doubt, 
when shown the complimentary letter of Pope Pius 
the Sixth to the translator of the bible into the Ital- 
ian language. You would naturally, gentlemen, 
suppose that this must have been a_back-wood 
preacher, born and bred at least a thousand miles 
from that great city, in which, not more than six 
months ago, the great cause of Catholicity was so 


tures, from the foul aspersions of Calvinistic igno- 
rance and intolerance. What, then, will be your 
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The conversation having turned on some controvert- 
ed point, this Rev. visitor asked the Catholic cler- 
‘igvman if he really believed in transubstantiation ? 
From one alone who had ever been accustomed to 
the dark and tortuous ways of deceit, could such a 
question have proceeded—-knowing well low to 
make hypocrisy subservient to their desperate and 
falling cause, they willingly and shamefully suppose 
that others are guided by the same iniquitous prin- 
ciple. How, in the name of plain honesty, dare a 
man question the sincerity of a respectable pastor, 
as to his belief of a point of doctrine, which he 
knows the pastor both preaches and is bound to 
preach as an essential article of his faith? I will 
say no more, what | have already said, will be suffi- 


readers, the discretion they have displayed in the 
choice of their Rev. explorers of the Valley of the 
Mississippi, HERMIT OF THE VALLEY. 


{For the Catholic Intelligencer. ] 
COMMUNICANTS GUIDE, 
By J. K. P. Henshaw, D. D. Rector of St. Petér’s, Balti- 
more, 
("No genuine son of the Church of England ever did deny 
a ie presence. Christ said TH1Is 18 MY BODY, and’ 
he said we steadfastly believe.”’ 
Bishop Bramhall’s answer to Militaire, page 74. 
From the time when | first saw the aniiounce- 
ment of this new work, © The Communicant’s 
Guide,” I felt a desire to peruse it—-curious to ac- 
quaint myself with the author’s views on the subject 
of the Holy Eucharist, and anxious to know what 
are his notions regarding the Real Presence, Tran- 
substantiation, and the Church which teaches those 
doctrines. A few days ago, I began to devote my 
leisure moments to its pages. But I had not pro- 
ceeded farther than the second section, before I dis- 
covered; that what he styles the ‘ communicant’s 
guide,” is, in effect, designed asa hostile, and an 
illiberal attack upon the whole community of Catho- 
lics, who, with one dash of his theological pencil, 
are represented to his flock as “corrupt and super- 
stitious,” and are unceremoniously branded as a set 
of fanatics——believing “a thousand absurdities, in- 
credible and shocking.” 
Were this spirit of animosity confined to the Rec- 
tor’s own breast, I certainly should not take any 
further notice of it: but, since itis his object to 
communicate it to the bosoms of his congregation, 
and since it is plain that the first disposition he re- 
quires of them on approaching to the Lord’s supper 
is a rooted psejudice against their Catholic brethren, 
it becomes my duty, for their sakes, to show to an 
observing world what disingenuous artifices he has 
had recourse to, in order to abuse one of the holiest 
institutions of tho ancient Church, aud to fan the 
flame of prejudice against her members. He ap- 
pears to stand at the threshold of his sanctuary, and 
as each communicant approaches, bids him confess, 
that the doctrine of Christ’s real presence in the 
Eucharist. as taught by the “ ancient and powerful 
Chorch,” is absurd. — [ purpose to examine, in the 
following pages, whether this is truly the case. 
With this view, I shall first answer his arguments ; 
then expose his mis-statements concerning the sy- 
nod of Constantinople and the council of Nice ; 
afterwards prove that the real presence was believ- 
ed and taught by the Fathers who flourished before 
the seventeenth century ; and finally confound his 
unwarrantable assertions, by the testimony of many 
of the lights and ornaments of the Reformed 
Church. 

1. His first argument is this ; the belief of the 
Catholic Church is founded on the literal interpre- 
tation of words, “this is my body—this cup is 
the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 
you”’——“a rigid adhenence to these words,” he as- 
serts, “ would not support the doctrine ; for, since 
our Saviour says this cup is the New Testament, 
&c., itis the enp and not the wine contained in it 
that should undergo the transubstantiating process.” 
This isa mode of reasoning which it would appear, 
a scholar, and a gentleman of good sense, would be 
ashamed to adopt. Who is so ignorant of the com- 
non usages of language, sc unacquainted with the 
idioms of speech, as not to know that the container 
is frequently taken for the contained. Thus, when 
we sav Heaven is just, is wise, &c., we mean Gop 
who is in Heaven. A slight knowledge of the first 
elements of Rhetoric wauld suffice to subvert this 
puerile argument with a breath. There is hardly a 
school boy that cannot give the definition of the 
figure of Metonymy : and no one but would laugh 
at the simpleton, who, when told to drink of the cup, 
should imagine that he was commanded to swallow 
the vessel ! 

‘‘ If the literal sense be adopted,” he continues, 
“‘ Christ ate his own body while alive, and his disci- 
ples did the same.” In what part of the scripture 
ihas he read that Christ took his own body ? 
holy volume gives us no such informations 
did the apostles receive that body ac 
gross and capharnaite acceptation of 
in a spifitual, and sacramental m 
fain give his pprishioners to undeg 
tholic believes 1 
a8 a cannibal wouid d 
misapprehension and 
which we disclaim an 
all our mght. In ordé 
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import of it, and to refer to sotheutitoanes for a 


fair and orthodox definition of the sacrament of the 
ELiucharist. P ‘aad 

Again he argues; that “there are as many Christ’s 
as there are wafers.” To a philosopher, who has 
Live aepavalites of spiritualized bodies a serious 
ted yyand who has read the chapter of St. Paul, con- 
ceaal @ monner in which we are to rise, this 
yecti nishes like a vapour. No, sir, there i 

ti but he Leing, at the same time Gogh 
omnipotent; and, of course, can be in differer 
laces at the same time. Besides, he must remem- 
| that Christ is present in the hosts, with his glo- 
rified body—and pray, who can dare to limi at- 
tributes of that divine body, or confine it.s@’the nar- 
row space in which alone the huma mortal bo- 
dy can be found at the saitfe m . We mustbe 
san the most daring 
mind can compr lat, at last, the question 
resolves itself not ¢o the possibility of the real pre- 
sence, but to the fact itself. 

His next objection is a hackneyed one, and has 
been answered ai:d refuted a thousand times—“ our 
Saviour says, ‘1 am the good shepherd,’ ‘I am the 
door,’ ‘1 am the vine’? Yet who ever thought of 
giving these words any other than a figuretive inter- 
pretation” Would this congregation but read the 
amicable discussion by the Bishop of Aire, they 
would find a conclusive reply to this interrogation. 
I will make a short extract from this valuable work, 

And if in the course of his ministry Jesus Christ, 
making use of common metaphors, said to his apos- 
tles, Jam the door, I am a vine, the minds of men 
were sufficiently prepared for this, and could have 
found no difficulty but in discovering the immediate 
purpose for which he had employed these figurative 
expressions. It is surprising that any one should 
have pretended to discover in these expressions any 
resemblance with the words of the instiwton, and 
conclude frem these two metaphors that this is my 
body might be explained by this is the sign of my 
body. For, 1. it would be necessary at least tu sup- 
pose that our Savior, when he said Jam a door, Iam 
@ vine, meant tu say that he was the sign or the fig- 
ure of a dvor or of a vine, which ts perfectly absurd. 
When he calls himself a door or a vine, it is not that 
he is the sign or figure of them, but that he possess- 
es qualities of which a door and a vine presented 
feeble but sensible images. There is then no parity 
between these examples; they are of two very difler- 
ent kinds, 

2. Jesus Christ himself explains what he meant to 
convey under each of these figures. ‘ I am thie door. 
By me if a man enter in, he shall be saved ; and he 
shall go in, and go out, and shall find pastures.”* 
And in like manner: ‘1 am the true vine; and my 
Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit, he will take away ; ‘and every 
one that beareth fruit, he will purge it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abide in the vine, so neither 
can you, unless you abide in me.’t 

3. But if men will draw comparisons from these 
and other such examples, they must do it in a differ- 
ent way ; and, instead of saying, Jesus Christ ts the 
door or the vine, God the Father is the vine-dresser, 
which presents reasunable and very intelligent meta- 
phors on account of the explanation that accompanies 
them, they must change the sentences as follows : 
This door or this vine is Jesus Christ, this vine-dres- 
ser is God the Father. Theu they would have a 
grammatical resemblance with this is my body ; but 
then, also, taken in their isolated state, and without 
previous preparations or explanations, as the words 
this is my body are taken, they would be so ridicu- 
lous and extravagant that no sensible person would 
ever advance such propositions.” 

Again, in answer to the remark that the lamb is 
called the Lord’s passover, the learned prelate con- 
tinues : 

There is quite as little solidity and analogy in 
2 example of the paschal lamb, become so celebra- 
my the manner in.which Zuingiius affirms that i: 
aled to him in a dream, after he had wast- 

fears in vainly oppusing the real presence. 

for certain whether the spirit which 

im with his example was black or 

by opinion, and most decidedly so; 

@ prevelation could proceed from 

of darkmess.” T expect you 

this point. You will 

w the nocturnal phan- 

s figure; and that, 
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should we even make a conce:sion of this, no infer- 
ence could thence be drawn against the natural and 
simple sense of the words, this is my body. 

1. ‘The example is drawn fiom a chapter of Ex- 
odus, where, after having regulated the manner in 
which the paschal lam) was so be chosen and immo- 
lated, and in which the houses were to be sprinkled 
v.ith the blood, the Lord adds: ¢ And thus you shall 
eat it; you shall gird your reins, and you shall have 
shoes on your feet, holding staves in your hands, and 
You shall eat in haste; for it is the Phase (that is the 
passage) of the Lord. And | will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and will kill every first- 
born.”* There is nothing said here to make the lamb 
the sign of the passover ; every thing points to the 
time when the |.ord was to pass. Be ready to go out 
of Egypt, and equipped for your journey ; make 
haste tu eat the paschal lamb, and lose no time, for 
the Lord is going to pass. Such is the sense that 
these words naturally present: for itis the Phase 
(that is the Passage) of the Lord. What immedi- 
ately follows confirins this: ‘and I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night,’ adds the Lord. It was 
then the mament of his approaching and immediate 
passage that was indicated by the word, for tt is the 
passoge of the Lord, which ulso is given to the Is- 
raelites as a motive and a reason for the command 
given to them that they must keep themselves in 
readiness to depart and eatin hzste. And, in fact, 
the passage of the Lord was to be their signal fur 
departure. Moreover, when Moses speaks of the 
lamb, he calls it neither passage nor sign of the pas- 
sage, but the victim of the passage. It is to cele- 
brate this event that the lamb is to be immolated; it 
is to perpetuate the remembrance of this famous 
epoch of their deliverance, that they are commanded 
to sactifice the paschal lamb every year, and to reply 
to thir childven, when they should ask them the 
meaning of this sacrifice: It is the victim of the 
passage of the Lord, when he passed over the houses 
of the children of Israel in Egy pt, striking the Egyp- 
tians and saving our houses.’ After the explanation 
given us by the Sacred ‘Text in the same chapter, on 
that ground would the ministers oblige us to receive 
a difierent explanation, and compel us to believe, 
upon their interpretation, that the lamb is the sign of 
the passage, when the Holy Spirit assures us that it 
is the victim of the passage? The words objected 
to us do not refer to the lamb, but to the preparations 
commanded fcr their journey, and to the quick de- 
spatch of their repast. ‘they were all to be equipped 
for their journey. and eat in haste ; and why? be- 
cause the | ord was going to pass. In all this there 
is no occasion for sign or figure ; every thing is ta- 
ken literally and is wondertully clear. There can be 
conceived no subject for Zuinglius’s extravagant tri- 
umph in this discovery ; it would appear that his 
black spirit turned his brain, and cast him into a 
perpetual delirium and absurdity. 

2. And should we even be so indulgent to Zuing- 
lius and his phantom, and also his numerous follow- 
ers, as to grant that the text in question refers to the 
lamb. and that we must in consequence explain these 
words; if és the passage of the Lord, by it is the sign 
of the passage of the Lord, what couid they thence 
infer? Let them keep in mind the general principle, 
that the name of the thing signified may be given to 
the sign, when we see in the minds of others that 
they regard itas a sign, and are only at a loss to un 
derstand what it signifies; but that it is never lawful 
to do so, when there is no reason to suppose this dis- 
position in those to whom we speak. ‘T hisis the prin- 
ciple; now for application. God enmmands th: m to 
take a lamb without blemish, a male, and one year 
old.to keep it four days. to immolate it at the end ot 
the fourth day, to sprinkle with its blood the outsides 
of the doors, to eat it roasted, to consume it entirely 
without reserving any thing for the next day. to eat 
it with bitter herbs. in the dress of travellers, with 
their reins girt, their shoes on their feet, and staves 
in their hands. What is the meaning of this display 
of strange ceremonies, this detail of extraordinary 
circumstances? What mean all these preparations ? 
and why is this lamb commanded to be eaten in so 
mysterious a manner? There was no Israeiite but 
must have put situilar questions, and must have found 
the reply in these words: i is the passage of the 
Lord. If these words were by them applied to the 
lamb, they must then have understood without difii- 
culty that the lamb was the sign of this passage, be- 
cause so great a number of strange and musi unusual 
ceremonies had prepared thein to regard it as a mys- 
terious and significative object. But the been had 
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not been regarded as a sign, as an emblemitical and 
mysterious object; no anterior circumstance, no ac- 
tual explication, no word of our Saviour tended to 
make the bread, which he held in his hand, be con- 
sidered as the matter of which he was going to make 
asign. ‘Ihe apostles had clearly understoud their 
master to speak of a particular bread upon some sol- 
eimn occasion, and no doubt had taken care not to 
lose the remembrance of it; but this bread which he 
had promised them, had not been announced, either 
as a sign or as a figure; it was-to be flesh, and flesh 
that would be meat indeed, flesh that must be eaten 
to obtain eternal life; in fine, that very flesh which 
would be also delivered up for the life of the world. 
It is not likely that with such ideas, and such in- 
structions imprinted on their minds, the apostles up- 
on hearing these positive words solemnly articulated, 
this is my body, should have imagined that they sig- 
nified, this is the sign of my body. In truth, it is 
offering too great an insult to the world and to one’s 
self to advance such chimeras as these, and to give 
them admittance into one’s mind; and it is being too 
blind or too obstinate, not to see und not to acknow- 
ledge the essential difference that exists between the 
examples that they would fain compare together, and 
not be feelingly convinced that what renders the fig- 
ure admissible in that of Exodus, renders it, in that 
of the Gospel, inadmissible and unreasonable.” 

After a mature perusal of these extracts, ary can- 
did mind must be satisfied ; and the argument of the 
Bishop of Meaux emerges from the quibbles that 
had been thrown around it, triumphant and unan- 
swerible. tle has the imprudence to acknowledge, 
that the celebrated Warburton was more than stag- 
gered at it ; and to evade the blow, saw no other al- 
ternative, but to cover himself with the shield of the 
feast upon a sacrifice, which the Rector aduuts to be 
by no mean: a solid protection. So thai, by depriv- 
ing him of that last resource, he reduces him to the 
dire necessity of acknowledging himself prostrated 
by the argument of Bossuit, But, as he tfalis, he 
may exclaim with Gibbon, who was reasoned into the 
belief of the Catholic doctrines by reading the works 
of Bossuit, “ he fell by a powerful hand!” So much 
for the arguments, which, threadbare as they are, 
are proposed with the air of novelty and invention ; 
they have no ground to repose on, and the laud of 
truth can easily subvert them. 

il. “‘the trous doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion,” he aff is unsupported by the authority of 
the early F. % % of the Church.’ This ipse dizit 
of the Recto .f St. Peter’s may be taken as oracu- 
lar by chose of his congregation who have no oppor- 
tunity of informing themselves of the fact; with a 
man, who has examined the monuments of the prim- 
itive ages, and the testimony of the primitive t athers, 
it isa * hollow voice,” a most unwarrantable propo- 
sition, This shall be made manifest from the quota- 
tions I shall make from the most learned and entight- 
ened writers, before the eight cemury, when, he 
asserts, the dectrine of the corporeal presence of 
Christ was first started. 

Before transcribing their own words, I deem it 
proper to advert, as I promised to co, to the manner 
in which he spezks of tie Synod of Constantinople, 
and the Council of Sice; giving his flock to und: r- 
stand that both were ecumenical councils. and that 
the latter declared itself in opposition to the former. 

‘The Synod of Constantinople, though composed 
of three hundred Bishops, and convoked by the Em- 
peror Copronymus, was condemned by the Pope, and 
the Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusa- 
lem. The members of the Council were Iconoclasts, 
and their authority in matters of doctrine is, to the 
orthodox catholic, none whatever. So that, although 
they might have decreed that the bread is merely the 
image of Chris'’s body, their decision, emanvting 
from an heterodoxical source, is null aud void; and 
as such were rejected by all the West, and the major- 
ity of the orientals. The Council of Sice was ecu- 
menical; it was composed of three hundred Bi-hops, 
and celebrated,with the approbation of the Sovereign 
Poutiff, in the church of St Sophia, at Nice. Inthe 
fifth session, the assertion of the pseudo Synod cf 
Constantinople, that the eucharistic | read isthe mere 
image of Christ’s body, was refuted, and it was de- 
creed, that the bread and wine, after conseciation, 
became truly and properly, the bedy and blocd cf 
Christ. Here, then, we have the unanimous testi- 
mony of three hundred Bishops, that the dogma of 
the Catholic Church, as early as the“year 787, was, 
that Christ is truly and substantially present, under 
the appearance of bread and wine. or. 


Ill. It rests with me now to show, thatthe same 
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